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ELEVEN HOLY TRINITY YOUTH TO HAVE A LIFE-
SHAPING EXPERIENCE IN PHILADELPHIA

Eleven youth from Holy Trinity will travel to Philadelphia in July along with other
youth from throughout North Carolina to participate in a servent event.  Ava
Whitehead, Jennifer Bingham, Will Weinel, Margrethe Williams, Emily Morgan,
Garrett Pedersen, Leah Colbath, Nathan Morgan, Anna Pittenger, Isaac Ridgeway
and Lee Williams will spend a week complete a number of different servant projects.
They have been promised that the projects involve dirt, sweat, and physical exertion.
Each congregation has been asked to bring three hammers (let’s pray that
everyone keeps his/her thumb out of the way) and a box fan for every 4-5 participants
(those will be donated to some of the senior citizens with whom they will work).
Leading our delegation and providing some adult common sense will be Anna
Gaugert and Sean Reibert.

It is not guaranteed, but the group will try to get photos on the NC Synod website as
often as possible.  During the week of July 12-19 check www.lutheranyouth.com
often to watch their adventure in Philadelphia.

BUILDING A BRIGHTER FUTURE FOR CHILDREN IN SAN
RAMON, NICARAGUA, ONE SCHOOL  AT A TIME!

On May 10, 2008 Holy Trinity joined with Sacred Heart Cathedral and the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship Church for a celebration of the 15th year
anniversary of the Sister Communities of San Ramon, Nicaragua.  The event
was held at the Unitarian Church and over 45 people attended.  We heard talks
by Cesar Davila and Oscar Gonzalez, two Nicaraguan leaders of the Sister
Communities.  People had the opportunity to buy arts and crafts from Nicaragua
and to participate in the promotion of social and economic justice.

The event was also the kickoff of a campaign to build a new primary school and
a school kitchen in one of the rural communities of San Ramon.  The goal is to
raise $16,500 by the end of the year.   Cesar and Oscar were in North Carolina
for a week and by the time they  returned to Nicaragua, almost all the money
had been raised for the school.  Construction will begin in 2009 and the parents
will help in the construction of the kitchen.  They will then cook the daily meal
when the school is in operation.  Children walk for miles to go to school and this
project will enable many children to have the opportunity to attend school and
have a brighter future.

A Reconciling in Christ congregation

Reconciling in Christ
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WHAT FAITH RESOURCES DO YOU HAVE?
Our family’s recent experience with the Little Sioux Boy Scout Camp tragedy and the death of four Boy
Scouts at the hands of a tornado got me to thinking about what one does in the face of such things.  That
night is etched in my memory as we waited to hear whether our grandson was alive or one of the
casualties. When we finally heard that he was indeed alive with several fractures, cuts and bruises, we
gave a sigh of relief (and not a few tears!). Yet, still there hung in the air the knowledge of those four
other young men who died there.  Like I said, it got me to thinking.

Just this morning as I wrote the articles for Luthertidings (Sunday edition), I came across a quote from
Martin Luther which I put on the front page for the June 22nd issue.  “God’s kingdom comes on its own
without our prayer, but we ask in this prayer (i.e. Lord’s Prayer) that it may also come to us.” (from Luther’s
Small Catechism in his commentary on The Lord’s Prayer).  God certainly has the power and the
authority to accomplish whatever God proposes.  Sometimes God uses us.  Sometimes God uses other
means to bring about these possibilities.  The author of Living Lutheran, Dave Daubert, says that
Lutherans tend to believe that so deeply and thoroughly that we may tend more toward waiting on God
than being pro-active with God to bring about that which demonstrates God’s reign among us.  That’s an
interesting insight.  Maybe it fits you.  Maybe it doesn’t.

But what struck me through our grandson Kevin’s experience is that we are always in need of being
anchored in our faith.  Through such regular activities as worship, Bible reading, prayer, study, reflection,
even journaling, we provide a rich and strong foundation for all of the challenges that this life inevitably
throws at us.  Ironically, often times, these challenges can turn into opportunities if we have deeply
rooted faith through which to see them.

My hope for each and all of us is that we:
1.  …See our church (our faith community) as the place where we build that
     kind of resource into our lives.  Worship and Sunday School are not only
     crucial for young children and their faith formation, but also for us adults
     who still have a thing or two to learn about God’s grace!
2.  …Read the Bible daily so that we are able to recognize God’s presence in
     the everyday experiences of living—as the Israelites and the early church
     did in those days.  It’s helpful to be familiar with others’ faith journeys so
     that you have a better perspective on your own!
3.  …Pray daily and regularly so that you and God are not strangers.  It’s amazing
     what a regular, disciplined prayer life can do for your day to day activity.

                 You will begin to discover God not as a distant deity to be appeased or
                  ritually addressed but as a dear and loving parent who wants nothing more

     than to be close to you and hear your every need.

There are more things to be said, but these three call us to faithfulness and remind us of the basics of this
thing called our Christian faith.  I encourage you to be dynamic in cultivating yours.  You never know
when you will need it most deeply!

See you at worship!

Pastor YountPastor YountPastor YountPastor YountPastor Yount



Luthertidings , July 20084

Holy Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Leadership
Council President:  Terry Harper

Council Vice President: Tom Lunsford
Council Secretary: Linda Wagoner

Treasurer: Joan Coley
Assistant Treasurer:  Richard Bernhard

Financial Secretary: Bob Eargle
Luthertidings  Editor:
Archivist:  Ken Marks
Historian: Sue Marks

Congregation Council Members:
Melissa Beaman            Richard Bernhard
Deborah Blank Steve Bissette
Larry Carroll Bill Coley
John Franke Sharon Freeze
Ken Jacobson Terry Harper
Pat Kelly Warren Keyes
Tom Lunsford Ken Marks
Sandy Paur Linda Wagoner
MarcusWoodling Hillary Zielazinski

Committee Chairpersons:

Adult Christian Ed.: Knowles Parker
African Outreach: Sue Woodling
Archives & History: Lillian McPherson
Campus Ministry: Ross Whetten
Children’s Ministry: Lisa Beebe
Christian Education: Debbie Franke
Columbarium: Nancy Rhyne
Disaster Response: Michael Kelly
Endowment:
Evangelism:                 Pat Kelly
Family Life Council: Judy Keyes
Finance: Art Raymond
Health Ministries: Carol Anne Harrell,

    Anna McAllister
Hospitality Gary Blank
Missions: Sue Woodling
Mutual Ministry: Derr Leonhardt
Property: Merrilee Jacobson
Senior Adults: Alice Nelson
Social Ministry: Deborah Blank
Stewardship: Larry Carroll
Thanksgiving and Memorials:

Melissa Beaman
Worship & Music: Tom Lunsford
Youth Ministry: Hillary Zielazinski

A TWO-SUNDAY LOOK AT
FORGIVENESS

Join Pastor Yount for a two-Sunday look at
the issue of forgiveness starting Sunday,
July 20th.  Using a film with that name, the
class will explore the dynamics and the
experience of forgiveness and how it affects
our lives.  Discussion will follow each film
clip.  Come prepared to listen, reflect and
share (as you wish).  We talk about grace.
These two sessions will take a look at
“grace applied” in the reality of forgiveness
and what a difference it makes in
relationships.  Be with us for one or both
Sundays, July 20 and 27th, at 9:45 a.m.

LOOKING FORWARD TO
AUGUST

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America will next summer adopt a social
statement on the subject of human sexuality.
The draft edition of this statement is
presently available at the ELCA web site
(www.elca.org), and congregations are
asked to study and comment on it.  To assist
us in this effort, a three-Sunday Adult
Sunday School series will take place
looking at the draft statement and
discussing its implications.  As a
Reconciling in Christ congregation, this is a
“must” for us in order to be faithful to our
commitment to care for all people.  We also
have adelightful opportunity to host Alice
Ogden Bellis, a Presbyterian pastor and
author of the book, Science, Scripture and
Homosexuality.  Dr. Bellis is the sister of
our own Dr. Julia Lunsford.  So, mark your
calendars for August 24 and 31st for the
draft statement study and September 7 for a
visit with Dr. Alice Ogden Bellis!
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for many families because the children are out of
school.  That means the breakfast and lunch they
enjoy each day at school is not available.  This often
puts a serious strain on the family’s
food budget.  BUT YOU CAN
HELP!
On Sunday, July 6th bring a bag
of groceries to church for the pan-
try at the Urban Ministries Cen-
ter.  If you prefer to donate money,
the cost is about $15 per bag.

Specific items for each bag include:
1 jar applesauce (24 ounces)
2 cans tomatoes 1 lb dried beans
2 cans green beans 1 lb rice
1 can carrots 1 lb grits
1 jar peanut butter
2 boxes macaroni and cheese
The coordinator adds 2 quarts of powdered milk. If
you need a receipt, call the Riordans at 851-8476.

Summer is especially difficult
From the Church Archives,
Luthertidings, July 5, 1978

PPPPParish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happenings
30 Y30 Y30 Y30 Y30 Years Aears Aears Aears Aears Ago at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Trinityrinityrinityrinityrinity

VACATION CHURCH SCHOOL  NEWS

“Our VCS program was a great success this year!
During the week of June 19 -  23 approximately 80
children attended regularly.  The Pot Luck Supper on
Friday, June 23, was attended beyond seating capacity
but food and fellowship were in abundance for
everyone.  The program presented by the VCS
students showed a very happy spirit
among the youth and real Christian
growth and dedication.”

Sue Marks,
Church Historian

Holy Trinity Archives

A NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SEMINARIANS!A NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SEMINARIANS!A NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SEMINARIANS!A NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SEMINARIANS!A NOTE FROM ONE OF OUR SEMINARIANS!

Dear Holy Trinity Church,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I write to you in

gratitude for the ongoing support and formation you have provided to me.  It is hard to
believe that I am now halfway through my seminary journey.  This Spring semester went
well, and I am glad to have a break this summer before internship begins.  Denise and
I will be moving thirty miles east to York, PA, where I will be Vicar at Christ Lutheran
Church in downtown York.  Christ Church is the oldest Lutheran congregation in York
and is celebrating its 275th anniversary this year.  In fact, Presiding Bishop Hanson will
be coming to the church in September to preach and preside at the anniversary service.
Denise and I are looking forward to this next year; it should be a very exciting and
challenging time.  Thank you again for all your support.  Keep us in your prayers.

Grace to you and peace [in Koine Greek]
Matt and Denise [Finney]
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

As important as our physical birthdays are, we are reminded that out baptismal birthdays are even more
important.  For that reason we have included baptismal birthdays for our younger members (birth through
senior high school).

1- Freya Rose Jorgenson
Walter Keller
Miriam Louise Lutz (bap)

3- Thelma Rhodes
4- Carolyn Kluttz
5- Janet Goodson

Alice Nelson
Susan Sigmon

6- William Goodman
Cate O’Brien
Hazel Smith

7- Matt Finney
Annabell Troxler
Ellen Troxler
George Wise

8- Laura Ridgeway
Michael Sigmon

9- Dee Dillard
John Lippe
Andrew Paur

10- Ashley Haidyn Nunn (bap)
Reese MacKenzie Nunn (bap)

11- Cynthia Hazen
12- Nancy Garrison
13- Shirley Rieck

15- Jamie Davis
Dorothy Ketner
Marilyn Nutter
Trevor Jordan W indom (bap)

16- Sarah Benbow
Nancy Faye Phillips (bap)

17- Claire Marie Sigmon (bap)
19- Anna Jane Keller

Camden Webb
20- Geraldine McDowell
21- Charles Kurdian

Randy Phillips
Katherine Mary (Katie) Weinel (bap)

22- Michael Brittain
Alexis Keyworth
Jacob Casey Sigmon

23- Bud Mangan
William Weinel III

26- Cameron McCune
28- Lisa Beebe

Kathryn Hutchinson
29- Savistria Lucau

Kenneth Marks
30- Cindy Stammers
31- Noah Hepler

ADDRESS CHANGES
Please make the following address changes in your directory of local members:

Lubanzadio Gerard and Savistria Lucau Benjamin and Tracy Thomasson
Samuel, Esther and Peter 110 Gorgy Drive
1414 Pleasant Garden Lane Cary NC  27513-4850
Raleigh NC  27610-6406
Phone number is the same.

Please add these new members to your directory.  Additional information about them will be
included in the August Luthertidings.
Noah Hepler Ellen Peterson
20 Mayo Street 2522 Avent Ferry Road
Raleigh NC 27603 Raleigh NC  27606-3294
Phone: 609-1258 Phone: 204-0334

Patrick McKemie Mike McMahon
1071 Winwood Drive Unit 101 3201 Stream Side Road
Cary  NC  27511 Raleigh NC  27613
Phone: 946-0633 Phone: 848-3349
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In June the Council considered several important matters, not
the least of which was the search for the Church’s next office
manager.    LaVonda Fowler, who had been employed in that capacity
for almost three years, left Holy Trinity in late May to pursue another
opportunity.   A Search Committee, chaired by the vice-president, is
working diligently to find a replacement.   As part of the process, an

effort is being made to update and clarify the position’s job description and the Church’s applicable
personnel policies.    Meanwhile, Alice Nelson and volunteers coordinated by Nancy Rhyne are
performing heroically in the Church’s office, assisted enthusiastically, though not expertly, by Pastors
Holmes and Yount, who have undertaken the production of the service bulletins and the weekly
newsletter, respectively.  Even more unsettling than the prospect of pastoral misspellings was the
disclosure that no minutes from the Council’s last meeting could be located in the wake of Ms. Fowler’s
departure.    To reconstruct the proceedings for the benefit of posterity, it was unfortunately necessary
to make extensive reference to the “News from the Church Council” from the May edition of
Luthertidings.

Two of Holy Trinity’s delegates to the recent Synod Assembly, Warren Keyes and Ken
Marks, reported that the experience was uplifting, informative and appropriately collegial.   The
Assembly’s theme, “God’s Work, Our Hands, Passing on the Faith”, was echoed and exemplified
throughout the meeting in many inspirational ways.  Particular emphasis was directed toward a new
ELCA initiative called, “ Book of Faith. Open Scripture.  Join the Conversation,” that is intended to
encourage Lutherans to become more fluent in the language of faith as expressed in the Bible.
The initiative had its genesis last year in a resolution of the North Carolina Synod.  Fittingly, a
resolution this year declared our Synod to be a “Book of Faith Synod.”

The Council received a report from the Worship and Music Committee regarding the
services that are customarily held on Christmas Eve.    Concerned by declining attendance at the
late (11:00 p.m.) service over the past few years and the strain that conducting three services
places upon the pastors and the director of music, the Committee had been discussing whether it
would be advisable to discontinue the late service.  Input was solicited from the entire congregation
and prayerfully considered.   Ultimately, the Committee concluded that the late service ought to be
continued, at least for the time being, and recommended the following:

1.  The afternoon service will continue to be held at 4:00 p.m. with an orientation toward
children.  In recognition that increasing numbers of adults are finding the service to be convenient
and meaningful, the musical content of the service will be “enhanced.”  Though the pastors will
determine how and by whom each of the worship services is officiated, only one pastor will be
expected to participate.

2.  The early evening service will be rescheduled to commence at 8:00 p.m., as opposed to
7:30 p.m., to allow families more time for evening meals and Christmas Eve celebrations.   Both
pastors will be expected to participate.

3.  The late service will continue to be held at 11:00 p.m.   Only one pastor will be expected
to participate.    Simple music will be provided.

The Council unanimously approved these arrangements, understanding that the situation
will be reviewed periodically by the Worship and Music Committee.

Tom Lunsford, Council Vice President

News from Congregation
Council
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Looking for some handy people! - The
Wednesday Morning Maintenance Group meets the
first Wednesday of each month to make various types
of improvements and repairs around the church. Jobs
are available for skilled and unskilled labor!  The
group will meet on June 4 at 8 a.m. at
McDonalds in Cameron Village and
then at the church at 8:30. For more
information, contact Tom Rhyne at
787-3570.

See the Trinity Ringers on
YouTube!  If you didn’t get a chance
to attend the April 20 “Spring Ring,”
you can still see the Trinity Ringers in action.  Thanks
to Cindy Stammers and her son Erik, the Trinity
Ringers are on YouTube performing “Hornpipe.” 
To view the video, go to http://youtube.com/
watch?v=yMfA6dGhddM or visit www.youtube.com
and type “Trinity Ringers” into the search field.  To
date, over 300 people have viewed the video.  What
a wonderful way to spread the word about Holy
Trinity and its wonderful music program!

Church buildings to be re-keyed - In order to
keep our staff and buildings secure, Holy Trinity re-
keys its entire facility every seven years.  Members
and outside groups that use Holy Trinity’s facility for
meetings and events may request a key if they need
to enter the church on a regular basis after 5 p.m. on
weekdays or during the weekends.  Keys are not
normally provided to members/groups that need
access to the church during normal business hours
or on Sunday mornings. 

The Property Committee had hoped to rekey the
buildings in January, but decided to wait until later in
the year to ensure that our budget was in good shape
for this rather expensive undertaking. Due to the
high cost of rekeying all doors, the committee decided
to only rekey the church’s exterior doors on Friday,
June 6.  While current keys will continue to work
for internal doors after June 6, you will need a new
key to enter the exterior doors.  New keys will be
distributed on Saturday, June 7 from 8 a.m. to
noon, and on Sunday, June 8 during the Sunday
School hour to everyone who completed a key

request form last year. You may also make
arrangements to pick up a key the following week from
the church office. If you have any questions about the
rekeying process, please contact Property Committee
chairperson Merrilee Jacobson at 821-7934.

Property Committee/Women of
the ELCA Workday Planned -
Please mark your calendar for
Saturday, June 7 — the date of
the next church work day.  From 8
a.m. until noon, we’ll be getting our
church grounds ready for summer
by spreading mulch, trimming

bushes and pulling weeds.  Please bring lawn care tools,
wheelbarrows and work gloves. If you prefer indoor
work, please plan to join the Women of the ELCA,
who will be scrubbing our church kitchen until it shines. 
Please bring rubber gloves, a pail and rags to help with
that project. For more information, please contact
Merrilee Jacobson at 821-7934.

Turn it of f! - Now that the weather is warmer, our air
conditioning units in the Education Building are in
frequent use.  Please remember to turn off the individual
room units at the end of a class or meeting.  Frequently,
these units are left on all night, unnecessarily cooling a
room and increasing our already high utility bills. 
Thanks for your help in using our resources wisely!

Hospitality Visitor  Program’s Looking for
Volunteers - Each Sunday, a team of two Hospitality
Visitors makes a brief stop at the homes of people who
have worshipped with us for the first time.  The
Hospitality Visitors give each household a loaf of
homemade bread, a monthly Luthertidings and a note
card with a handwritten “welcome” message.  The
visits last just a few minutes — enough time to thank
the visitor for worshipping with us and invite them back
for future services.  The program currently needs a
few more volunteers to make these important calls.  If
you’d like more information about the program, please
contact coordinator Anna Lutz at 834-9229 or
anna.lutz@duke.edu. Thank you!


