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NORTH CAROLINA SYNOD
ASSEMBLY—June 5-7

The North Carolina Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America holds its
annual synod assembly Thursday – Saturday, June 5-7, at Lenoir-Rhyne College in
Hickory, NC.  The theme for this year’s gathering is:  “God’s Work, Our Hands:
Passing On the Faith.”  The keynote speaker for the assembly is the Rev. Dr. Paul
Hill, Executive Director of the Youth & Family Institute.  Representing Holy Trinity
at this year’s assembly are:  Warren and Judy Keyes, Ken and Sue Marks, and
Pastors Alexander, Holmes and Yount.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADS TO BE
RECOGNIZED – June 8

Those young members of Holy Trinity who will be
graduating from High School this year will be
recognized at worship on Sunday, June 8th (11
o’clock service).  We are proud of our young
people and pray God’s blessings on them:  Jennifer
Austin, Randi Dillard, Lindsey Davis, Merveilles
Kimpioka, Patience Kimpioka, Joe Lunsford, Justin Sigmon, William Tucker, and
Hannah Warren as they take their next step in life!  Graduating seniors are invited to
wear their graduation robes and be a part of the processional at the 11 o’clock
service on June 8th.

PASTOR HOLMES TO CELEBRATE TEN
YEARS OF MINISTRY!

Pastor Holmes will observe a milestone this month in the tenth anniversary of his
ordination to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.  His ordination took place at the
annual synod assembly of the North Carolina Synod on June 6th.  His first Sunday at
Holy Trinity was June 14, 1998.  In order to celebrate this ten year mark, the Mutual
Ministry is hosting an ice cream social after worship (11 o’clock service) on Sunday,
June 15, 2008.  Plan to come and enjoy this day of honoring Pastor Larry for his
service among us!

A Reconciling in Christ congregation

Reconciling in Christ
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GROWING YOUR FAITH....
There are as many ideas about cultivating the
faith as there are people.  By and large, I suspect
that if most of us were left to ourselves, we
would prefer the joyful, triumphant moments
of trusting and believing in God and finding
our faiths confirmed in the accomplishments
or happy circumstances that take place in our
lives.  It would be nice if it was
always happening that way.

Yet, as we learn from any
thorough-going history of the
Christian faith, this was not the
case.  In the early days,
persecution of Christians was
widespread at least for the first
two hundred years of the faith!
Imagine yourself as a member
of a house church in Rome
unsure whether you would be
arrested on your way to church
some Sunday.  Of course, arrest
meant that you ended up in the arena with the
lions or the gladiators.  A deadly prospect!

The Christian faith has a sort of built in
regulator that seems to mirror this experience
as we grow in faith.  From our baptisms
forward, we move from a “childhood faith”
where everything is taken literally to a “mature
faith” where we realize that truth has many
shapes and layers.  Through it all, the presence
of the Holy Spirit guides us, keeps us, and
reveals to us new sights of God’s presence—
some shimmering with glory, others packed
into the ordinariness of our days.  What we
have learned from all the great pioneers of the

faith (i.e. the saints) down through the
centuries is that faith can grow harder, the
more mature we become.

It seems to me that this subtle truth has a way
of reminding us that faith can be enriched with
thought, but is more deeply rooted and grown

through relationship.
Relationships with God and
fellow Christians.  Hence, the
need for the church!  I’ve always
taught in confirmation classes
that the Christian faith is never
a “solo flight.”  We always do it
in concert with others who have
gone before us as well as those
who walk with us.

So, in our present time, in the
midst of up and down stock
markets, terrorist bombings,
global warming, natural

disasters and high gas prices, one of the ways
we continue to develop our relationship with
God:  Father, Son+ and Holy Spirit is to keep
regular worship and sacrament a part of our
week in, week out experience.  Our
inconvenience, our challenges, our struggles
(internal and otherwise) will try to keep us
from doing this.
But our willingness to show up each week for
worship offers new hope in ways we can only
begin to imagine.  Come join us for worship
each Sunday and discover what God has
prepared for you!

Yours in Christ,

Pastor YountPastor YountPastor YountPastor YountPastor Yount
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Holy Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church

Leadership
Council President:  Terry Harper

Council Vice President: Tom Lunsford
Council Secretary: Linda Wagoner

Treasurer: Joan Coley
Assistant Treasurer:  Richard Bernhard

Financial Secretary: Bob Eargle
Luthertidings  Editor:  LaVonda Fowler

Archivist:  Ken Marks
Historian: Sue Marks

Congregation Council Members:
Melissa Beaman            Richard Bernhard
Deborah Blank Steve Bissette
Larry Carroll Bill Coley
John Franke Sharon Freeze
Ken Jacobson Terry Harper
Pat Kelly Warren Keyes
Tom Lunsford Ken Marks
Sandy Paur Linda Wagoner
MarcusWoodling Hillary Zielazinski

Committee Chairpersons:

Adult Christian Ed.: Knowles Parker
African Outreach: Sue Woodling
Archives & History: Lillian McPherson
Campus Ministry: Ross Whetten
Children’s Ministry: Lisa Beebe
Christian Education: Debbie Franke
Columbarium: Nancy Rhyne
Disaster Response: Michael Kelly
Endowment:
Evangelism:                 Pat Kelly
Family Life Council: Judy Keyes
Finance: Art Raymond
Health Ministries: Carol Anne Harrell,

    Anna McAllister
Hospitality Gary Blank
Missions: Sue Woodling
Mutual Ministry: Derr Leonhardt
Property: Merrilee Jacobson
Senior Adults: Alice Nelson
Social Ministry: Deborah Blank
Stewardship: Larry Carroll
Thanksgiving and Memorials:

Melissa Beaman
Worship & Music: Tom Lunsford
Youth Ministry: Hillary Zielazinski

It’s Confirmation Camp time again as our six and
seventh graders head off to Camp Agape for six days
of fun and study with counselors and pastors there.
This important component of our Confirmation
Program at Holy Trinity requires two summer
camping experiences to assist our youth in growing
deeper in their faith.  If your young person has not
already submitted his/her check for the tuition, please
do so ASAP!  It’s going to be a great summer
experience!

CONFIRMATION CAMP
SET FOR JUNE 22-27

Dear Holy Trinity,
 
I cannot begin to say how much being a member of
Holy Trinity has meant to me.  You members always
made me feel so much a part of things and so very
special.  I shall miss you all greatly.  I thank you all
for being the people you are.  You have certainly
shown me alot about doing God’s work and what I
should strive to do.  I look forward to coming back
home to St. Paul’s Lutheran, meeting new members,
and seeing members I’ve known for years.  It is,
though, very bittersweet as I leave the special people
at Holy Trinity.  You all are very special.  I shall return
every now and then, and really look forward to seeing
you and being a part of the worship service.  Thanks
for all you’ve done. 

Take care and much love,
 

Nancy Schheunemann
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On the first Sunday of each month, you are
invited to bring a bag of groceries to church

to help stock the emergency food pantry at the
Urban Ministry Center.  Our con-
gregation is committed to provid-
ing at least 20 bags each month.
If you prefer to donate money,
the cost is about $15 per bag.

Specific items for each bag include:
1 jar applesauce (24 ounces)
2 cans tomatoes
2 cans green beans
1 can carrots
1 jar peanut butter 1 lb dried beans
2 boxes macaroni and cheese1 lb rice
1 lb grits

The coordinator adds 2 quarts of powdered milk to
each of these bags.

If you need a receipt for tax purposes, contact Al or
Mary Ellen Riordan at 851-8476.

Food Bags Needed
From the Church Archives,

The Lutheran Church Visitor, March, 1940

PPPPParish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happeningsarish Happenings
68 Y68 Y68 Y68 Y68 Years Aears Aears Aears Aears Ago at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Tgo at Holy Trinityrinityrinityrinityrinity

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM 1940

Our Treasurer, Mr. G. D. Arndt reports that he has
sent a special offering for relief of Lutherans in
Finland and other countries.  He also said,

“We urge you to be regular in meeting your financial
pledges, so that the church may meet promptly its
obligations.  It is much easier to keep
up with one’s pledge than to catch
up when one gets behind.”

Sue Marks,
Church Historian

Holy Trinity
Archives

Dear Holy Trinity Family,

Thank you all for the many kind
thoughts and prayers during my re-
cuperation in Rex Hospital and the
Health Center for six weeks in
Springmoor.

The many visits, flowers and cards all
helped in my recovery and will con-
tinue to be remembered by me in the
months to come.

Becky Norman Leager

Dear Holy Trinity Family,

I want to thank each of you for your
thoughts and prayers for my father during
his recent illness.  Though he is now with
the Lord, the encouragement that I have
received from my Church Family has been
wonderful.

Thank you all for everything, my family
and I appreciate all the love you have
shown us during this sad time.

Palma Linnerud
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Women of the ELCA Information for June

    Our meetings are as follows:

   Deborah Circle meets Thursday, June 5th at 7:30 PM in Sr. High Youth Room
   Lydia Circle meets Thursday, June 5th at 7:00 PM at Betty Hildreth’s home
   Priscilla Circle meets Monday, June 2nd at noon in the Overflow Room
   Rachel Circle has a luncheon meeting on Monday, June 2nd
   Ruth Circle meets Tuesday, June 2nd at 10:00 AM in the parlor

There is a Women of the ELCA Executive Board Meeting on Monday, June 16th at 7 pm.

On June 29th there will be our 5th Sunday Collection of pennies. This year we are sending our offerings
to Prison Match of NC, an organization that provides support and resources to incarcerated moms
who qualify for monthly 3-hr visits with their children.

Please pray for Alice Nelson and Inge Simonsen as they travel to Salt Lake City for the Triennial
Gathering.  Pray also for the work of the Women of the ELCA at this gathering and for many blessings
on all who attend.

Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Health Initiative.Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Health Initiative.Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Health Initiative.Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Health Initiative.Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls Health Initiative.

Women of the ELCA is leading boldly in promoting women’s complete and total health: emotional,
physical and spiritual.  This health initiative was launched at the Sixth Triennial Gathering in 2005
and will continue into the next triennium. The initiative allows us to provide resources and events
that help women create holistically healthy communities and develop healthy leaders by educating,
sharing, motivating and advocating.  For more information about our health initiative, visit

www.womenoftheelca.org/getinvolved/health.html

WOMEN OF THE ELCA NEWS, JUNE 2008

THANK YOU HTELC!
I have a joyous and sad announcement to make.  As many of you know I have been working on my
Masters Degree for the past several years now and I am very pleased to tell you that I hae been
offered a position with the State of North Carolina working for the Criminal Justice Information
Network Board of Directors.  I have accepted the position and thus have resigned from Holy Trinity
as your Parish Administrator.  This new position is a wonderful opportunity to blend my aspirations
of being in the Criminal Justice field and my desire to be in Administration.  I have been blessed by
my time here and I will miss each of you very much.  I’m excited about my new job, but I’m also
saddened to be leaving Holy Trintiy.  I want to thank you for the great joys that I have been able to
share with the congregation, as well as all the other wonderful events that I was so graciously
allowed to participate in.

In His Service,
LaVonda Fowler
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June Birthdays!
As important as our physical birthdays are, we are
reminded that our baptismal birthdays are even
more important.  For that reason we have included
baptismal birthdays for our younger members
(birth through senior high school).

1- Nancy Hight
2- Mary Phillips
3- Lindsey Davis

Peter Alvaro Gerard (bap)
Angie Vaaler

4- Royall Yount, Jr.
5- Lindsey Haver
6- Margrethe Williams
7- Larry Eckerlin

Ilene Holmes
10- John Philip Barletta

Kevin Potter
11- Nerissa Behrmann

Deborah Kalonda (bap)
12- Matt Harrell

Helen Mangan
Jeffrey Spiller

13- Marge Bailey
Susan Lohr
Betty Morgan
Evan Morgan
Caroline Grace Price

14- Kenneth Ahlstrom
15- Jeanette McCullough

Caroline Elizabeth Nunn (bap)
16- Lynn Reese
17- Debbie Franke

Meredith Caitlin McAllister (bap)
Rebecca Leigh Parada (bap)
Dolores Spiller
Jackson MacGregor Webb (bap)

18- Denise Finney
Reese Nunn
Maxwell Austin Shell (bap)
Jesse Whetten

20- Evelyn Humphrey
21- Anne Austin

Kathleen Barnes
Madalyn Hutchinson
Richard LeMay
Gail Smith
Anna Stallmann
Bethel Thompson
Avery Webb

22- Jordan Elizabeth Bingham (bap)
Frank Frey

24- Hannah Parkins W arren (bap)
25- Leif Matthew Jorgenson (bap)
26- Richard Hicks

Hurley Schrader
Cindy Widnes

27- Barbara Humphrey
Mary Ellen Philen

29- Rebecca Ewing
Douglass Gross, Jr.
Helen Gustafson
Allison Casey Snyder

30- Trist an Arminius Bussemas (bap)
Grace O’Brien
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Thoughts on Giving to God
Bill Jordan, Stewardship Committee

Your Stewardship Committee is currently reading Mark Allen Powell’s book, Giving to God: The Bible’s
Good News about Living a Generous Life.  You may recognize the title as the theme for the 2008 mission
plan.  In coming months we will share with you this scripturally based work as part of our ongoing mission to
encourage meaningful stewardship at Holy Trinity.  Powell is the Robert and Phyllis Leatherman Professor
of New Testament Studies at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio.

In helping us to see more clearly our potential as stewards to a loving God, Powell, in the first three chapters,
addresses why we engage in stewardship. The final four chapters address how we enact our stewardship.
I am going to review Powell’s introduction and the first two chapters.

The introduction is titled, “Getting Entirely Wet.” Powell relates the story about the baptism of the Gauls,
ancient Celtic warriors in western Europe.  When immersed the Gauls would always keep one arm out of
the water.  That unbaptized arm was then free to fight in an “unchristian” manner.  While acknowledging the
“urban legend’ nature of this myth, Powell speculates on what modern Christians keep unbaptized and
protected from the use of the Church.  He pictures the modern Christian holding his wallet or her purse high
and dry.  His thesis throughout the book is that we must get completely wet.  We must realize and accept that
all we are and that all we have has come from God.  God has given us all to use as his steward.  While we
may think we are the best  ones to decide how and when to manage our gifts, Powell asserts that we
manage best when we entrust our gifts to God.

Powell explains that we give to God, as “An Act of Worship.”  Before there was an organized church,
before there was a temple, and priests to be supported, and mission plans, and youth programs and summer
camps, before all of this, early Jewish believers met around an open altar.  They brought offerings of drink
which they poured on the altar.  They brought offerings of grain, and animals and sacrificed these by burning
them.  They took what God had given them and returned those gifts as sacrifices in an act of worship.  So
should we give today.  Powell does not suggest burning the Sunday morning offering.  But he does reinforce
the notion that we worship as a community not to do something for each other but to give thanks to God for
what he has given to us.  He reminds us of the Pastor’s words “We now worship  with our offerings.”  And
for a few precious minutes  we have the worship opportunity to truly give to God.  This is not the chore of
paying the bills or ensuring that the Pastors are paid this month or guaranteeing we do our part in synodical
benevolence.  This  is a joyful act of giving thanks to God.  We do not do it to feel good, says Powell.  But
invariably we do feel good when we give thanks.

We also give to God as“An Expression of Faith.”  We give to God as his stewards expressing our faith that
God has made us his stewards.  The real underlying issue according to Powell, concerns ownership.  Jesus
relates a number of parables contrasting stories of good stewards and bad stewards.  What identifies the bad
steward in is the fact that he acts as though he owns the vineyard or the wealth that the Master has made
him resposible for.  The good steward remembers that he is the steward not the owner.  He is the caretaker
of all that he has been given.  In part to remind himself of who he is, he returns to his God a portion of his gift,
not as an obligation but as an expression of his faith in God.  While Powell expands on the implications of
seeing ourselves as stewards of a God who is our Creator, Our Redeemer, and our Sustainer, he continually
reminds the reader that it is in the acceptance of this belief that we discover the joy and contentment that
comes from being a good steward of all that God has given us.
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The Council met on Monday evening, May 12, eschewing its regular
meeting time on the second Sunday of the month to avoid a conflict
with the observance of Mothers Day.    A quorum was present and,
judging from the joyful and expeditious character of the meeting, it was
apparent that everyone had benefited greatly from the opportunity to
celebrate the saints who gave us birth.

The centerpiece of the meeting was a presentation by Derr Leonhardt, chair of the Mutual Ministry Committee,
concerning his committee’s important but relatively unheralded work.   The committee has two primary
functions.   First, and perhaps most importantly, it “ministers to the ministers.”   In so doing, it monitors our
pastors’ “vital signs” and assists them in managing stress and maintaining perspective.    It provides them
with confidential advice and support as they deal with the challenges and responsibilities that are inevitably
associated with parish ministry.  Second, the committee provides a vital “alternative” channel of
communication.   It serves as a “listening post” within the congregation and tries to ensure that the pastors
are made aware of concerns about their performance that might otherwise escape their attention.   When
problems are thus identified, the committee is available to assist the pastors in resolving them.    The
committee’s “listening” is active as well as passive.   Each year it conducts an unscientific but extremely
useful survey of selected members of the congregation to obtain feedback for the pastors regarding the
effectiveness of their ministries and how they are perceived.

Although our soon-to-be retired treasurer, Joan Coley, was unable to participate in the meeting, having
recently suffered a broken arm, her written report was available and typically self-explanatory.   It disclosed
a slight decline in the Church’s cash position during the month of April that was not unexpected or alarming.
Nevertheless, it was clear that in order to avoid financial difficulties later in the year, it will be important for
members of the congregation to keep faith with their pledges as summer approaches.

With further regard to money, Larry Carroll reported that he had made considerable progress in automating
the Church’s finances.    After he completes inputting the pertinent historical data, the new “QuickBooks”
software is expected to simplify greatly the treasurer’s job for Ms. Coley’s successor.   It was also noted
that an internal audit of the Church’s finances has recently been completed.    No problems or irregularities
were noted.   Indeed, the audit confirmed that Ms. Coley has performed her imposing job with extraordinary
skill and grace, without much help from the computer.

Pat Kelly, chair of the Evangelism Committee, distributed copies of the Church’s new evangelism brochure.
The well-conceived tri-folded brochure contains essential information about the Church that should answer
many of the questions that visitors and prospective members have about our fellowship.  Ms. Kelly noted
particularly the contributions of the publication’s co-editors, Bob Hildreth and Cindy Widness.

Finally, Council members were urged to conserve space in Luthertidings by limiting articles like this to no
more than 300 words.  To this end, I am eliminating literary flourishes and anything ironic.

Tom Lunsford
Council Vice President

News from Congregation
Council



Luthertidings , June 200812

Looking for some handy people! - The
Wednesday Morning Maintenance Group meets the
first Wednesday of each month to make various types
of improvements and repairs around the church. Jobs
are available for skilled and unskilled labor!  The
group will meet on June 4 at 8 a.m. at
McDonalds in Cameron Village and
then at the church at 8:30. For more
information, contact Tom Rhyne at
787-3570.

See the Trinity Ringers on
YouTube!  If you didn’t get a chance
to attend the April 20 “Spring Ring,”
you can still see the Trinity Ringers in action.  Thanks
to Cindy Stammers and her son Erik, the Trinity
Ringers are on YouTube performing “Hornpipe.” 
To view the video, go to http://youtube.com/
watch?v=yMfA6dGhddM or visit www.youtube.com
and type “Trinity Ringers” into the search field.  To
date, over 300 people have viewed the video.  What
a wonderful way to spread the word about Holy
Trinity and its wonderful music program!

Church buildings to be re-keyed - In order to
keep our staff and buildings secure, Holy Trinity re-
keys its entire facility every seven years.  Members
and outside groups that use Holy Trinity’s facility for
meetings and events may request a key if they need
to enter the church on a regular basis after 5 p.m. on
weekdays or during the weekends.  Keys are not
normally provided to members/groups that need
access to the church during normal business hours
or on Sunday mornings. 

The Property Committee had hoped to rekey the
buildings in January, but decided to wait until later in
the year to ensure that our budget was in good shape
for this rather expensive undertaking. Due to the
high cost of rekeying all doors, the committee decided
to only rekey the church’s exterior doors on Friday,
June 6.  While current keys will continue to work
for internal doors after June 6, you will need a new
key to enter the exterior doors.  New keys will be
distributed on Saturday, June 7 from 8 a.m. to
noon, and on Sunday, June 8 during the Sunday
School hour to everyone who completed a key

request form last year. You may also make
arrangements to pick up a key the following week from
the church office. If you have any questions about the
rekeying process, please contact Property Committee
chairperson Merrilee Jacobson at 821-7934.

Property Committee/Women of
the ELCA Workday Planned -
Please mark your calendar for
Saturday, June 7 — the date of
the next church work day.  From 8
a.m. until noon, we’ll be getting our
church grounds ready for summer
by spreading mulch, trimming

bushes and pulling weeds.  Please bring lawn care tools,
wheelbarrows and work gloves. If you prefer indoor
work, please plan to join the Women of the ELCA,
who will be scrubbing our church kitchen until it shines. 
Please bring rubber gloves, a pail and rags to help with
that project. For more information, please contact
Merrilee Jacobson at 821-7934.

Turn it of f! - Now that the weather is warmer, our air
conditioning units in the Education Building are in
frequent use.  Please remember to turn off the individual
room units at the end of a class or meeting.  Frequently,
these units are left on all night, unnecessarily cooling a
room and increasing our already high utility bills. 
Thanks for your help in using our resources wisely!

Hospitality Visitor  Program’s Looking for
Volunteers - Each Sunday, a team of two Hospitality
Visitors makes a brief stop at the homes of people who
have worshipped with us for the first time.  The
Hospitality Visitors give each household a loaf of
homemade bread, a monthly Luthertidings and a note
card with a handwritten “welcome” message.  The
visits last just a few minutes — enough time to thank
the visitor for worshipping with us and invite them back
for future services.  The program currently needs a
few more volunteers to make these important calls.  If
you’d like more information about the program, please
contact coordinator Anna Lutz at 834-9229 or
anna.lutz@duke.edu. Thank you!
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